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Topics for Discussion

1. Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

2. SDG India Index 2020-21 

3. GatiShakti Master Plan 

4. Freedom of Expression 

5. Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines 

and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 

6. Governor’s Role in State Universities 

7. NEET PG admissions 

8. Charak Shapath

9. 5G and 6G 

10.Making India Energy-Independent by 2047 



Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

• To commemorate 75 years of progressive India and the glorious 

history of it’s people, culture and achievements. 

• Activating India 2.0, fuelled by the spirit of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

• 12th March, 2021 (91 years of Dandi March – 75 weeks before 

the 75th anniversary of independence) to 15th August, 2023.

• On 12 March 2021 Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagged off a 

padayatra from Sabarmati Ashram in Gujarat to re-enact 

Mahatma Gandhi's 386 km-long Dandi Yatra in 1930, as part of 

the Amrut Mahotsav programme. The Padyatra was joined by 

different groups of people on the way to Dandi.



Aatmanirbhar Incubator



Themes of Azadi Ka Amrit 
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SDG India Index 2020-21

• Third edition of the SDG India Index and Dashboard 2020–21 

developed by NITI Aayog in collaboration with the United Nations.

• Tracks progress of all States and UTs on 115 indicators that are 

aligned to MoSPI’s National Indicator Framework (NIF).

• Goal-wise scores on the 16 SDGs for each State and Union 

Territory. Overall State and UT scores are generated from goal-

wise scores to measure aggregate performance of the sub-

national unit based on its performance across the 16 SDGs.

• These scores range between 0–100. A higher score indicates 

better achievement of 2030 targets.



SDG Ranks

• Kerala retained the top rank with a score of 75. 

Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu were joint second with 

a score of 74.

• The bottom performers are Bihar (52), Jharkhand (56) 

and Assam (57).

• India’s overall SDG score increased from 60 in 2019 to 

66 in 2020-21. This increase is driven by good 

performance in SDG goal 6 (clean water and sanitation) 

and SDG goal 7 (affordable and clean energy).
https://wgz.short.gy/SDGIndiaIndex

https://wgz.short.gy/SDGIndiaIndex


GatiShakti Master Plan



Information Technology 
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital 
Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021 

• Due diligence that must be followed by intermediaries, including 

social media intermediaries. 

• Grievance Officer to deal with complaints 

• Intermediaries shall remove or disable access within 24 hours of 

receipt of complaints of contents that exposes the private areas of 

individuals, show such individuals in full or partial nudity or in 

sexual act or is in the nature of impersonation including morphed 

images etc. Such a complaint can be filed either by the individual 

or by any other person on his/her behalf.



Social Media Intermediaries

• Social Media Intermediaries, Significant Social Media 

Intermediaries

• Distinction based on the number of users on the social media 

platform (50 lakh users).

• Significant social media intermediary shall have a physical contact 

address in India published on its website or mobile app or both.

• Users can verify their accounts - demonstrable and visible mark of 

verification.

• Governments can prohibit information in the interest of the 

sovereignty and integrity of India, public order, friendly relations 

with foreign countries etc. 



Compliance Mechanism

• Significant Social Media Intermediaries - Chief 

Compliance Officer responsible for ensuring compliance 

with the Act and rules

• Nodal contact person for 24x7 coordination with law 

enforcement agencies

• Resident Grievance Officer

• Compliance report every month

• Enable the identification of the first originator

• AI based tools for identifying objectionable content



Grievance Redressal Mechanism



Publisher Obligations

• OTT platforms would self-classify the content into five age 

based categories - U (Universal), U/A 7+, U/A 13+, U/A 16+, 

and A (Adult). Platforms to implement parental locks for 

content classified as U/A 13+ or higher, and reliable age 

verification mechanisms for content classified as “A”.

• Display the classification rating specific to each content

• Observe Norms of Journalistic Conduct of the Press Council 

of India and the Programme Code under the Cable 

Television Networks Regulation Act thereby providing a level 

playing field between the offline (Print, TV) and digital 

media.



Oversight Mechanism



Freedom of Expression



• WhatsApp moved court to oppose the rule to identify the “first 

originator” of an “offensive” message, as it would mean breaking end-

to-end encryption of messages, which cannot be done for India alone.

• Compliance officers can face criminal action for content posted on their 

platforms.

• Digital news media platforms not consulted

• Draft rules not put in public domain

• Over-regulation and censorship

• Conditions such as ‘good taste’, ‘decency’, and prohibition of ‘half-

truths’, not clearly defined in the IT Act.

• OTT Platforms should have the freedom to decide on the composition 

and working of the self-regulatory mechanism.





Legal Issues

• Legal distinction between a physical newspaper and its online 

version

• Acts, not Rules, create power.



Ban on MediaOne Channel

• Malayalam-language television channel operated under 

Madhyamam Broadcasting Limited, a group owned by the radical 

Islamist organisation Jamaat-e-Islami. 

• Licensed in September 2011, to be renewed after 10 years.

• Ministry of Information and Broadcasting on 7 February 2022 shut 

down the channel due to security concerns after the Home 

Ministry refused to renew the clearance.

• Kerala High Court upheld the Centre’s ban on 8 February.

• Natural justice principles and court intervention in circumstances 

of national security have a very limited role. The adverse inputs 

given by the intelligence agencies were of serious nature.



Governor’s Role in State 
Universities
• KeralaGovernor Arif Mohammed Khan on 8 December 2021 

expressed desire to step down as Chancellor, over alleged 

political interference in appointment of VC, Kannur 

university.

• Governor’s powers and functions as Chancellor are laid out in 

the statutes that govern the universities under a particular 

state government.

• Although a Governor functions with the aid and advice of the 

Council of Ministers, as Chancellor he acts independently of 

the Council of Ministers and takes his own decisions on all 

University matters.



Situation in Some Other States



NEET PG admissions

• National Eligibility Cum Entrance Test (Postgraduate) is a 

qualifying exam for medical students who wish to study 

MD or MS and Diploma courses in government or private 

medical colleges.

• November 27, 2021 - Federation of Resident Doctors 

Association (FORDA) led by resident doctors in Delhi, 

protest against the unprecedented delay in the NEET-PG 

2021 counselling. 



Supreme Court Case

• Central Government notification dated 29 July 2021 

providing 27% reservation for OBC category and 10% 

reservation for EWS category in the All India Quota 

seats was challenged before the SC.

• On October 21, SC questioned the Centre over adopting 

the criteria of OBC creamy layer of Rs. 8 lakh annual 

income for granting reservations under the EWS, despite 

the latter not suffering from social and educational 

backwardness.



Supreme Court Decision

• On December 31, the Centre informed SC that it had 

accepted the recommendation of the Pandey committee 

which had been set up to decide the criteria for the EWS and 

OBC students, and retained the Rs. 8 lakh cap for the NEET 

PG 2021-22 admissions.

• SC on 7 January 2022 allowed the existing criterion of Rs. 8 

lakhs gross annual income cut off for EWS and allowed the 

commencement of counselling process for NEET-PG and 

NEET-UG for 2021-22 admissions on the basis of the existing 

27% reservation for OBC category and 10% reservation for 

EWS category. Future application of EWS criteria will be 

subject to final outcome of the petitions.



Charak Shapath

• In early 2022 the National Medical Commission (NMC) 

suggested to medical colleges that the traditional Hippocratic 

Oath should be replaced by a “Charak Shapath”, after 

Charak, known as the father of Ayurveda.

• Hippocratic Oath pertains to treating a patient to the best of 

one’s ability and protecting a patient’s privacy among other 

things. For centuries, doctors across the world have been 

administered this oath at a time when they are on the verge 

of entering the world of patient care. 



Some Pros & Cons

• The opposition from many doctors to Charak Shapath is the 

fact that Charak was an Ayurvrda acharya, whereas the 

doctors passing out of medical colleges practise Allopathy, 

which is a practice of western medicine.

• Several countries have come up with their own version of the 

oath suitable to their cultural needs.

• In 1973, the US Supreme Court had rejected the Hippocratic 

oath as a guide to medical ethics and practice by stating that 

the oath is incapable of covering the latest developments 

and methods of medical practice and research.



Oath in AIIMS



5G and 6G

• Indigenously developed 6G technology expected launch 

either by 2023-end or early 2024.

• Development of a core software for indigenous 5G 

technology to be completed by the third quarter of 2022. 

Auctions for 5G spectrum likely to happen in the second 

quarter of 2022. 



Telecom Sector Reforms 2021

• Government gave telcos an option to go for a four-year 

moratorium on payment of deferred spectrum and adjusted 

gross revenue dues. Of the three telcos, Bharti Airtel and 

Vodafone Idea have opted for the four-year moratorium.

• FDI through the automatic route for telecom sector raised 

to100 per cent, up from the 49 per cent permitted earlier.

• 5G trials were begun during mid-2021 and the Department 

of Telecommunications granted permission to Bharti Airtel, 

Reliance Jio, Vodafone Idea Ltd and MTNL in mid-2021 for 

conducting 5G Technology trials with a validity period of six 

months.



Technical Details

• 5G occupies broadband frequencies at sub-6 gigahertz (GHz) and above 

24.25 GHz – called low band and high band frequencies respectively. 6G 

will operate at 95 GHz to 3 terahertz (THz). At those wavelengths, 6G 

will deliver speeds 1,000 times faster than 5G (which is only four to five 

times faster than 4G).

• Low band offers great coverage, but its speed is limited to 100 Mbps. 

Hence, it can serve commercial needs but not industry needs. Mid-band 

offers greater speed, but not a great coverage area and signal 

penetration. High band (mmWave) offers exceptional speeds up to 20 

Gbps but is extremely limited in coverage. This band greatly enhances 

futuristic 5G technology applications like IoT and smart technology but 

will require considerable infrastructure. For a proper 5G launch in India, 

the allocation to various bands will have to be tightly balanced.



Disadvantages of 5G



Other Issues to be Resolved

• Fibre connectivity - only 30% of India’s telecom towers. For an 

efficient 5G India launch and adoption, this number has to double.

• Ban on certain foreign telecom OEMs means the country needs to 

encourage and boost its local 5G hardware manufacturing at an 

unprecedented rate if it needs to realize the 5G India dream.

• At Rs. 492 crore per MHz, India’s 5G spectrum pricing is several 

times costlier than global average. Rationalization of this pricing is 

needed so that the government generates adequate revenue from 

the auction without hampering implementation plans for 5G in 

India.



Making India Energy-
Independent by 2047
• “India today is not energy independent. Energy imports in the 

country account for an average Rs. 12,000 crore a year. Energy 

independence is vital for India’s development. Hence, today, India 

must resolve to become energy-independent 2047, and our 

roadmap is very clear on this.”

• “Be it a gas-based economy, a network of compressed natural 

gas, piped natural gas across the country, or a target of 20 per 

cent ethanol blending, India is moving ahead with a set goal.”

• “The work on 100 per cent electrification of Railways is 

progressing rapidly.” 

--PM on 15 August 2021



Initiatives of Indian Railways

• Indian Railways has set a target of becoming a net-zero carbon emitter 

by 2030.

• A total of 45,881 route kilometres (RKM) (approximately 71 per cent of 

Indian Railways’ broad-gauge network) has been electrified by March 

31, 2021 (64,689 RKM, including Konkan Railway).

• The Central Organisation for Railway Electrification aims to connect all 

broad-gauge routes to the grid by December 2023. The Indian Railways 

is planning a mix of electrification, improvement of energy efficiency of 

locomotives and trains, green certification for installations and stations, 

bio-toilets in coaches and a switch to renewable resources to achieve 

net-zero carbon emissions.

• Indian Railways announced in August 2021 that it has begun developing 

hydrogen-powered trains. 



Green Hydrogen



Where Do We Stand?
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